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SUMMARY OF EXPERIENCE 
 

Over thirty-two years of experience in the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO).  The last nine years of service in the USPTO was as an 
Administrative Patent Judge (APJ) on the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences.  Previous experience in the USPTO included serving as the Patent 
Legal Administrator, the Director of the Office of Petitions and as a Patent 
Examiner.  
 
 

PATENT EXPERIENCE 
 

PATENT CONSULTANT          December 2006 - Present 
 
 Hershkovitz & Associates 
 
My duties include: 

• Providing assistance with some of the more complex patent matters such 
as reexamination, appeals to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences and petitions to revive an abandoned application or to 
reinstate an expired patent 

 
 
OF COUNSEL                June 2006 - December 2006 
 
 Oblon, Spivak, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt 
 
My duties included: 

• Providing assistance with some of the more complex patent matters such 
as reissue applications, various petitions and amendments 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE PATENT JUDGE        October 1996-Febrary 2006 
 
 Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
 
My duties and achievements included: 
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• Serving on merits panels of the Board making final agency decisions 
on ex parte appeals involving original and reissue applications and 
reexamination proceedings primarily in the mechanical arts. 

• Preparing written opinions applying the law to the facts of each case 
reflecting the decision and views of at least majority of the designated 
panel Board members.  These decisions constitute final agency action, 
reviewable only by the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
(35 U.S.C. § 141) or by the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia (35 U.S.C. § 145). 

• Assisted in revising the rules governing Board proceedings, 37 CFR 
§ 41.  et seq. 

• Frequent speaker at bar meetings on practice and procedure before 
the Board. 

 
 
PATENT LEGAL ADMINISTRATOR       October 1994-October 1996 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF PETITIONS      August 1987-September 1994  
 
 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
 Office of the Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Patent Policy & Projects 
 
My duties included: 

• Rulemaking, Official Gazette Notices and Patentability Guidelines. 
• Deciding petitions that came under the authority of the Office of the 

Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Patent Policy & Projects. 
• Special projects such as conducting briefings on legal topics for visiting 

dignitaries. 
 
 
PATENT EXAMINER          July 1973- August 1987 
  

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
 Then existing Examining Group 310, Art Unit 313 
 

• Made patentability determinations in original and reissue applications 
and in reexamination proceedings.  As Primary Examiner (1979-1987), 
I signed all official actions.  Awards included the Department of 
Commerce Bronze Medal.  
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EDUCATION 
 

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 
 J.D. 1986 
 
 

DREXEL UNIVERSITY 
 BSME 1973 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Member, Virginia State Bar 
Member, American Intellectual Property Law Association 
Member, Patent and Trademark Office Society 
 


